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By Kier-Christer Junos

A QHZ� ORFDO�ÀOP��Let-
ter to a Priest, writ-
WHQ��ÀOPHG��DQG�SUR-

duced in the Fraser Valley, 
will have its worldwide pre-
mier at World Youth Day in 
Rio de Janiero this year. The 
ÀOP� WDFNOHV� WKH� VXEMHFW� RI�
those who feel challenged in 
their devotion to their faith.

´7KH� ÀOP� LV� DERXW�ZKDW�
it means to walk through the 
door of faith,” said Clay-
ton Richard Long, director 
and producer of Letter to a 
Priest.

“As Catholics, we know 
that being saved is not a 
one-time event. It is a pro-
FHVV�� ,� EHOLHYH� WKH� ÀOP� KDV�
the power to make an im-
pact,” he added. “It encour-
ages each and every one 
of its viewers to ask them-
selves, ‘Am I living out the 
faith to the best of my abili-
ties? Can people see Christ 
working through me?’”

Motivated by the 
Church’s Year of Faith and 

the Catholics Come Home 
campaign, Long wanted to 
FUHDWH�D�ÀOP�WR�́ DWWUDFW�VRXOV�
to communion with Christ.”

The characters in the 
12-minute short are in-
volved in scenarios that 
affect everybody’s life, ac-
cording to C.S. Morrissey, 
WKH�ÀOP·V�ZULWHU��0RUULVVH\��
a philosophy professor at 

5HGHHPHU� 3DFLÀF� &ROOHJH��
contributes to The B.C. 
Catholic.

“I purposely made (the 
FKDUDFWHUV�� XQFRPIRUWDEO\�
familiar. I wanted the story to 
hit close to home,” he noted.

´7KH� ÀOP·V� FKDUDFWHUV�
are grappling with the most 
profound questions. People 
ZLOO� ÀQG� WKH� VWRU\� VR� ULFK�

that it repays multiple view-
ings. They will want to talk 
DERXW� WKH� ÀOP� ZLWK� WKHLU�
friends,” said Long.

According to the press 
UHOHDVH�� WKH� ÀOP� FHQWUHV� RQ�
Jenny, a university student 
who, in refusing to be bap-
tized, takes Simone Weil as 
a model for her life. Simone 
Weil, who was never bap-

tized, was a French philoso-
pher who wrote books and 
essays on politics, spiritual-
ity, and philosophy.

“Jenny comes into con-
ÁLFW� ZLWK� KHU� IRUPHU� ER\-
IULHQG� ZKHQ� VKH� ÀQGV� RXW�
that he, who used to be a 
lapsed Catholic, is now 
planning to get married in 
the Catholic Church. His 

QHZ�ÀDQFpH�LV�DQ�(YDQJHOL-
cal now converting to Ca-
tholicism. Simone Weil’s 
book, Letter to a Priest, 
SOD\V�D�NH\�UROH�LQ�WKH�ÀOP·V�
plot.”

“Simone Weil’s book 
represents the way many 
non-practising Catholics 
see the Church. They see it 
as just an organization with 
rules,” Long explained.

7KH� ÀOP�� ZKLFK� FDQ� EH�
shown as a social event, is 
accompanied by a study 
guide and group discussion 
questions.

“I want people to get to-
gether with friends and to 
talk in a candid way about 
the meaning of life,” Mor-
rissey added.

Letter to a Priest will be 
VFUHHQHG� ÀUVW� DW� ÀOP� IHVWL-
vals, but its world premiere 
will be at World Youth Day 
2013 in Brazil.

“It’s the perfect venue, 
EHFDXVH�WKH�ÀOP�LQYLWHV�SHR-
ple to think about the Catho-
lic faith. Its story is about the 
meaning of Church teaching 
on marriage, baptism, and 
adoration,” said Morrissey.

Shooting locations in-
clude areas of Trinity West-
ern University and Van-
couver; the trailer shows a 
glimpse of Gastown’s his-
toric steam clock.

The most important 
VFHQHV�LQ�WKH�ÀOP�ZHUH�FDS-
tured in the Fraser Valley. 
“Father William Ashley of 
Sts. Joachim and Ann Par-
ish in Aldergrove offered 
the use of his church, which 
IHDWXUHV�KHDYLO\�LQ�WKH�ÀOP�

“I was at the church last 
year when Archbishop Mill-
er gave a talk on the Ghent 
Altarpiece” hanging in the 
church. “I knew right away 
that this was the perfect lo-
cation,” said Long.

/RQJ�VDLG� WKH�ÀOP�KDV�D�
dramatic and tense tone, but 
also humour. “Our cinema-
tographer, Mitch Fraser, did 
a perfect job of capturing 
the tone visually,” he com-
mented.

With a short running time 
in mind, Long saw the chal-
lenge in creating a stimulat-
LQJ�ÀOP�FDSDEOH�RI�VSDUNLQJ�
discourse. Long, Morrissey, 
and Fraser addressed this 
challenge by keeping the 
visual action interesting and 
dynamic.
See CHRIST – Page 11

By Alistair Burns

FRU� WKH� ÀUVW� WLPH� LQ�
Vancouver, the Book 
of Divine Worship 

�%':��� D� 9DWLFDQ�DSSURYHG�
translation of the Mass for 
Catholic converts from An-
glicanism, has been used. Fa-
ther Lee Kenyon, dean of St. 
John the Baptist Deanery of 
the Chair of St. Peter Ordina-
riate, celebrated the Mass in 
the John Paul II Pastoral Cen-
tre June 12.

An ordinariate is a group 
of Catholics and their priests 
under an ordinary. A common 
example of an ordinariate is a 
diocese, under a bishop as its 
ordinary.

The Chair of St. Peter 
Ordinariate was set up for 
groups of Anglicans who 
wanted to rejoin the Roman 
Catholic Church. Set up 
in December 2012, it cov-
ers most of North America 
and is headquartered in the 
United States. St. John the 
Baptist Deanery is the part of 
the ordinariate which covers 
Canada.

“The BDW is the fruit of 

various bodies in Rome who 
approved a liturgy for for-
mer Anglicans coming into 
the Catholic Church with 
WKHLU� FRPPXQLWLHV�µ� FODULÀHG�
Father Kenyon. He said the 
current BDW is an “interim 
missal.”

There are two other or-
dinariates for former Angli-
cans: Our Lady of Walsing-
ham for England and Wales, 
and the Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of the Southern Cross 

in Australia.
Now a Catholic priest, Fa-

ther Kenyon was a Church of 
England minister in the An-
glican Diocese of Blackburn 
from 2005 to 2009. After 
immigrating to Canada, he 
ministered in the Anglican 
Diocese of Calgary. He and 
his wife Elizabeth have three 
children.

Why did he convert and 
eventually become a Roman 
Catholic priest?

“Part of the goal of a 
movement within Anglican-
ism was always towards full 
corporate reunion.”

A local group of 11 for-
mer members of the Anglican 
Catholic Church of Canada, 
who converted to Roman Ca-
tholicism in June 2012, par-
ticipated in the Mass at the 
pastoral centre. Among them 
were Christine Schmitt and 
Anne Wallace and their for-
mer Anglican clergyman, the 

Rev. Michael Shier. All are 
now Roman Catholics.

Schmitt thought the BDW 
“liturgy is a real mix of 
the Tridentine and modern 
�WUDQVODWLRQV��µ

Wallace appreciated how 
WKH�́ ÁDYRXUV�ZHUH�NHSWµ�IURP�
the Anglican Book of Com-
mon Prayer. “We have Angli-
FDQ�URRWV�EXW��QRZ�DUH��WRWDOO\�
FRQQHFWHG��WR�WKH�9DWLFDQ��µ

Usually the group of 11
See WE WERE – Page 11

Local film portrays the struggles of the faithful
Letter to a Priest encourages Catholics to ‘talk in a candid way about the meaning of life’
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New Vatican-approved liturgy for former Anglicans used for first time in Vancouver
Archbishop welcomes Catholic converts downtown

Alistair Burns / The B.C. Catholic
Father Lee Kenyon (third from left) and Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, stand with Catholics who were for-
merly Anglicans June 12 in the John Paul II Pastoral Centre. Father Kenyon, a former Anglican minister, came 
to town from Calgary to celebrate Mass using the Book of Divine Worship, a Vatican-approved translation for 
Catholic converts from Anglicanism.

The crew behind Letter to a 
Priest includes (clockwise) 
Frank C. Turner as Father 
Boniface, Amy Dauer as 
Jenny/Simone, Vikki Mi-
chele as Magdalena, and 
Dave Shoffner as Drake, 
as well as writer Chris Mor-
rissey and director Clayton 
Richard Long.

Christopher S. Morrissey



The B.C. CatholicJuly 8, 2013

Continued from Page 1
application, or app, designed 
to reach out to over 19 mil-
lion Catholics from 18 to 35 
in the U.S.

“The future of the Church 
is this critical demographic,” 
Krug said of today’s genera-
tion, known as millennials 
�DJHV���������WKH�W\SLFDO�DJH�
for parents of newborns. In 
today’s digital age, electron-
ic communication is highly 
preferred by the age group.

“This is a critical audience 
for evangelization. They are 
the future of our Church. We 
QHHG�WR�À�QG�D�ZD\�WR�FRQQHFW�
with young adults in a mean-
ingful way. We can’t shy 
away from new technology 
and new approaches. There 
is too much at stake,” Father 
John Belmonte, SJ, Superin-

tendent of Catholic Schools 
in the Joliet diocese, said.

“We had to ask why 
someone else hadn’t thought 
of it already,” Krug recalled. 
She said the idea felt obvi-
ous at the time. With declin-
ing baptismal numbers and 
church attendance, the con-
cerns of the Church proved 
universal.

In response, the Diocese 
of Joliet founded APPostol-
LF�� D� QRQ�SURÀ�W� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
with the mission of using 
social media for evangeli-
zation. Father Belmonte, 
APPostolic’s New Media 
Missionary, created the orga-
QL]DWLRQ·V�À�UVW� HYHU�SURGXFW��
“We Parent More.”

The app contains parent-
ing tips from well-respected 
educators, health information 
from Catholic doctors, and 
several faith-based games 
for toddlers. Faith content 
and catechetical information 
from the U.S. Conference of 
&DWKROLF�%LVKRSV� �86&&%���
tweets from Pope Francis, 
and a listing of more than 

100,000 Catholic parishes 
around the world are also in-
cluded.

“It gradually funnels the 
user to the faith community 
around the corner: the local 
parish,” Krug said. The app 
contains a database of Cath-
olic parishes searchable by 
zip code, allowing parishes 
to post calendar information 
and activities and create an 
electronic bulletin for their 
parishioners.

With a growing popu-
lation, the parental app 
seeks to rebuild a connec-
tion with the Church, cre-
ating a point of entry for 
those who no longer iden-
tify themselves as Catholics. 

Even users without a par-
ish can access the database to 
easily locate a church nearby.

But the app isn’t limited to 
helping parents: “We Parent 
More” strives to bring more 
kids to Catholic schools. 
“The goal of APPostolic 
is to take all the revenue 
raised (from subscriptions 
DQG� VSRQVRUVKLSV�� DQG� FUH�
ate scholarships for Catholic 
education,” Krug said.

Sadlier Books, the larg-
est and oldest publisher of 
Catholic books in the U.S., 
ZDV�́ :H�3DUHQW�0RUH·Vµ�À�UVW�
substantial sponsor, and is 
now critical to its funding.

Today APPostolic reach-
es out to developing coun-
tries like Africa, where the 
Church community is grow-
ing. Unfortunately, Krug 
noted, “There are (some 
SODFHV��ZKHUH�DFFHVV� WR�FHO�

lular service is more likely 
than access to clean water.”

“We Parent More” has 
over 1,000 users, including 
parishes from Anchorage to 
Chicago. It’s been receiving 
widespread support from 
pastors, Catholic school su-
perintendents, and the me-
dia. However, it doesn’t stop 
there. APPostolic is working 
to give “We Parent More” a 
broader scope, looking at in-
ternational sources and other 
languages.

“It’s the right tool for the 
job. It’s creative; it’s imagi-
native,” Krug said.

“They didn’t teach us 
how to develop apps in semi-
nary, but anything for Jesus,” 
Father Belmonte added, 
inviting millions to be reac-
quainted with the Catholic 
faith.

More information is 
available at weparentmore.
org. T

Continued from Page 3
participates in the Mass in 
Maple Ridge. Father Rich-
ard Au, pastor of St. Patrick’s 
Parish, said he particularly 
valued their participation in 
the choir.

“We treat them with great 
courtesy and warmth, so 
they’re part of the parish (of 
���� IDPLOLHV��� DQG�QRW� MXVW�D�
special group,” he added.

Archbishop J. Michael 
Miller, CSB, believed the 
Mass June 12 showed the 
´À�UP� GHVLUH� RI� WKRVH� LQ� WKH�
ordinariate to express their 
union with their bishop as 
members of the Catholic 
Church.”

He had explained earlier 
WKDW� WKH� XQLÀ�FDWLRQ� SURFHVV�
between groups of Anglicans 
DQG�WKH�9DWLFDQ�RIÀ�FLDOO\�EH�
gan in 2007, when a number 

of bishops of the Anglican 
communion expressed a de-
sire “to enter into full unity 
with the Holy See, without 
losing their Anglican distinc-
tiveness.”

Two years later Pope 
Benedict XVI signed an 
apostolic constitution, An-
glicanorum Coetibus, a for-
mal document that enabled 
groups of Anglicans to join 
the Catholic Church.

“We were drawn in by 
the Pope’s declaration; that’s 
what really motivated us,” 
said the Rev. Shier, who 
hopes for ordination as a 
Catholic priest.

“He understood our pre-
dicament.”

aburns@rcav.org T

Christ-centred 
fi lm stands out

Youth seen as ‘critical audience’ ‘We were drawn in by 
Pope’s declaration’
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Catholic Crossword

SUDOKU
Each row, column, and 3x3 box must include the numbers 1 through 9 
without repeating. Solution on Page 12. 

Continued from Page 3
“Our crew was only three 

people, and we had zero 
budget. I am very proud of 
what the crew was able to 
do with the resources we 
had available,” said Long.

´)RU�WKLV�À�OP�HVSHFLDOO\��
VHHLQJ� DV� LW� ZDV� P\� À�UVW�
short, I learned so much 
about not just myself, but 
what it really takes to work 
with real professionals and 
KRZ� WR� PDNH� D� JRRG� À�OP�
IURP� VWDUW� WR� À�QLVK�µ� VDLG�
Fraser. “This project stands 
out from my other work 
PDLQO\�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�WKH�À�UVW�
purely Christ-centred piece 
of work I have been deeply 
involved in.”

“I think all Catholics can 
relate to the characters in 
WKLV�À�OP��:H�DUH�DOO�VLQQHUV��
and yet God never gives up 
on us. The door to His heart 
is always open,” Long add-
ed. T

ACROSS
  1 St. Juan Diego, for one
  6 A stone was rolled in front of 

this in Matthew
10 Hairstyling substances
14 Strap
15 Ostrich-like bird
16 From scratch
17 Paul was shipwrecked here
18 Tiny climbers
19 Son of Israel
20 “Now I lay me down to ____”
21 He took the animals two by 

two
22 Mars, to the Greeks
��� +HDG�VKRWV��EULHÀ�\"
25 Reader at Mass
27 Lawyers’ org.
30 “Your word is a ____ to my 

feet” (Ps. 119:105)
32 Agnus ____
33 Sunday service
35 French-Canadian Catholic 

singing phenomenon
37 Enthusiastic
41 Jesus is the ____ of Life
��� 0LODQ�FURZG"
44 Garden tempter
45 The Audacity of Hope author
46 Denomination
48 Views
49 “He has shown might with His 

BBBB´��0DJQL¿�FDW�
51 Thin stratum
53 Certain Wednesday
54 Some houses
58 Litigious type
60 Discontinued Dodge
61 Original and actual
63 Three-masted ship of the 

Mediterranean
67 Smoke deposit
68 To you, to Pierre
69 Angry
70 Miss Kett
71 Finely powdered earth
72 Wagons
73 Spotted
74 Wan
75 Beginning

DOWN
  1 Charity
  2 Ardour
  3 Story
  4 First name in cosmetics
  5 Oratory
  6 Sends
  7 “Mercy!”
  8 Dense element
  9 Clobbered
10 Pauline epistle sometimes 

called the “angry letter”
11 Acapulco year opener
12 Crowbar
13 Guard of the Vatican
24 See 19A
26 Gentleman’s grades
27 Lectern
28 Sharp bristle
29 Way to travel
31 Skin openings
34 Jesus taught about a good 

one
36 Must have

38 Greek goddess of the earth
39 Supplements
40 20th letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet
42 “We ____ to say, Our Father”
47 Type of cross
50 Ancient fortress in Israel
52 Our Lady of Guadalupe is 

patroness of this country
54 They were found in Juan 

Diego’s cape at Guadalupe
55 Chew the scenery
56 Gov’t obligation
57 Along with Timothy, he was a 

disciple of Paul
59 Showed over
62 Snack
64 Obstructs
65 Major and bar ender
66 ____ la vie
Solution on Page 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

71 81 91

02 12 22

32 42 52 62

72 82 92 03 13 23

33 43 53 63 73 83 93 04

14 24 34 44

54 64 74 84

94 05 15 25 35

45 55 65 75 85 95

06 16 26 36 46 56 66

76 86 96

07 17 27

37 47 57

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

Simone Weil


