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Catholicism gives signals

5H�� ´$GV� DGYDQFH� WKH� SUR�OLIH�
cause” in the April 29 issue:

6LJQDO�+LOO�VSRNH�WR�SDUHQWV�DQG�
Grade 7 students at my daughter’s 
school recently and the response 
was very positive. It’s tremendous 
WKDW�WKH�&KXUFK�LV�XWLOL]LQJ�WKH�PH�
dia in a thoughtful and positive way 
to promote the beauty and wisdom 
of Catholic teaching.

I recently watched Catholicism,
the gorgeous DVD series by Father 
5REHUW�%DUURQ��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHF�
RPPHQG�KLV�ZHEVLWH��:RUG2Q)LUH�
org, where he posts short, timely 
videos on current events, movies, 
books, and popular culture. Even 
P\� ���\HDU�ROG� KDV� JLYHQ� WKXPEV�
up to his movie reviews!

I’ve also requested that my local 
public library purchase the Catholi-
cism�VHULHV�WR�DGG�WR�LWV�'9'�FRO�
lection. (I didn’t get a response, so 
I’m now asking my friends to make 
the same request).

7KHUH�DUH�WZR�FRSLHV�LQ�WKH�9DQ�

couver Public Library, with a long 
lineup of holds placed on them.

Julie Bartlett
North Vancouver

Political ads missed is-
sues

5H�� HOHFWLRQ�UHODWHG� DGV� LQ� WKH�
May 6 issue:

These days people seem much 
PRUH�ZLOOLQJ� WR� H[FKDQJH� DQG� H[�
press personal views, especially 
because, in this country, it is not 
OLIH�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WR�GR�VR�

However most don’t bother to 
distinguish between actual issues 
DQG�Á�HHWLQJ� LPSUHVVLRQV��+HQFH�
the general dissatisfaction 
with, for example, 
the televised leaders’ 
debate of a couple of 
weeks ago.

The political ads in the 
paper were all for Liberal 
candidates. The tragedy is 
that every one focused on one or 
WZR�VLQJOH�LVVXHV��DQG�XQIRUWXQDWH�
ly life in this world encompasses 
many aspects, all of which must be 
dealt with.

As well, two of the pieces in 
´&DQDGD� 'LJHVWµ� ZHUH� YHU\� FRQ�
WHQWLRXV�� 2QH� GHDOW� ZLWK� UHOLJLRXV�
IUHHGRP�ZKLFK�&DQDGLDQV�HQMR\��DW�
OHDVW�RQ�SDSHU��7KDW·V�À�QH��DV�ORQJ�

as it doesn’t mean having someone 
else’s views shoved down one’s 
throat! Also, the majority view still 
prevails, as far as I know.

7KH� RWKHU� GLVFXVVHG� IHPDOH� IH�
ticide, and quoted some statistics 
showing more females born than 
PDOHV��&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DIIHFWV�KRU�
mones and other body chemistry, 
which affect sex determination in 
PDQ\� VSHFLHV�� 6R� UHSRUWLQJ� VXFK�
few details is grossly misleading.

Penny Oyama
Burnaby

Poem for Blessed Teresa
+HUH� WRGD\�� EXW� QHYHU� IRU�

gotten.
:H� DOO� KDYH� FKHU�

ished memories. 
Mother Teresa is mine.
6KH�LV�D�VWDU�LQ�KHDYHQ�

and will always shine.
Stanley F. Smith

Surrey

We invite readers to send letters 
commenting on issues discussed in 
the community or within the pages 
of this publication. Letters must 
have an address and phone num-
EHU�IRU�YHULÀ�FDWLRQ��/HWWHUV�PD\�EH�
edited for style, clarity, and length. 
letters@rcav.org. T
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Connecting truth with beauty exalts them both
“Imagination, like 

UHDVRQ�� LV� D� VHHN�
er after truth: it 

is a part of the alertness 
ZLWK� ZKLFK� ZH� HQFRXQ�
ter one another, and those 
who lack imagination see 
less than the whole,” says 
Xanthippe, the wife of the 
ancient Greek philosopher 
6RFUDWHV�� LQ� Xanthippe’s 
Laws.

Xanthippe’s Laws is a 
ZRUN�RI�À�FWLRQ��RQH�SDUW�RI�
the Xanthippic Dialogues,
D�VHULHV�RI�KLJKO\�VRSKLVWL�
cated parodies of Platonic 
GLDORJXHV��7KH\�ZHUH�ZULW�
WHQ�E\�DQ�LPDJLQDWLYH�FRQ�
VHUYDWLYH�� 5RJHU� 6FUXWRQ��
DQG�À�UVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������

The parodies have a 
VHULRXV� SKLORVRSKLFDO� SXU�
pose. In addition, they are 
OLWHUDU\� PDVWHUSLHFHV�� 8Q�
fortunately, the brilliant 
defense of marriage and 
family that they contain is 
unheeded by “the moronic 
inferno” of our times.

The phrase “moronic 
LQIHUQRµ� FRPHV� IURP� DX�
WKRU� 6DXO� %HOORZ�� DQG�
while Martin Amis made 
it into the title of a book 
RI� REVHUYDWLRQV� RQ� WKH� LQ�
sanities of modern life, 
perhaps the best and most 
convincing critique of our 
modern insanities can be 
glimpsed only through 
DQ� DQFLHQW� OHQV� ²� IRU� H[�
ample, if we can imagine 
what Xanthippe, the wife 
RI� 6RFUDWHV�� PLJKW� KDYH�
WR� VD\� WR�6RFUDWHV·� ELJJHVW�
fan, Plato.

Thus, in Xanthippe’s 
Laws,� 5RJHU� 6FUXWRQ� KDV�
;DQWKLSSH� DQG� 3ODWR� GLV�
cuss “the truths which only 
stories can convey.”

7KH�UHPDUN�LV�H[TXLVLWH�
O\� VHOI�UHIHUHQWLDO�� EHFDXVH�

WKLV�VDPH�À�FWLRQDO�GLDORJXH�
unfolds as a rich discussion 
between Xanthippe and 
Plato about politics.

In the dialogue, we learn 
that the diversity that ought 
WR� Á�RXULVK� LQ� RXU�ZRUOG� LV�
a diversity engendered by 
free associations, and not 
imposed from above by 
ridiculous fascist planning 
²�WKH�VRUW�IDPLOLDU� WR�UHDG�
ers of Plato’s own Republic 
and Laws.

6FUXWRQ� KDV� ;DQWKLSSH�
and Plato speak about true 
DQG�VSRQWDQHRXV�KXPDQ�GL�
versity, from which springs 
love, the most worthwhile 
WKLQJ�LQ�OLIH��2QH�VHFWLRQ�RI�
their conversation reminds 
me of these lines from 
E.M. Forster in his novel 
Howard’s End:

´2QO\� FRQQHFW�� 7KDW�
ZDV� WKH� ZKROH� RI� KHU� VHU�
PRQ�� 2QO\� FRQQHFW� WKH�
prose and the passion, and 
both will be exalted, and 
human love will be seen at 

its height.”
/LNHZLVH�� WKH� IROORZ�

LQJ�VHFWLRQ�IURP�6FUXWRQ·V�
dialogue Xanthippe’s Laws
H[KRUWV� XV� WR� ´RQO\� FRQ�
QHFW�µ� EXW� ;DQWKLSSH� RE�

VHUYHV�WKDW�WKLV�LV�LPSRVVL�
ble if government coercion 
and control extinguishes 
the fundamental space in 
which human connection 
might take place:

“PLATO:�<RX� DUH� FHU�

tainly right, Xanthippe. For 
the solitary man compares 
himself with no one, and – 
like Diogenes, whom they 
call ‘the dog’ – is blind in 
his heart to honour as he is 
blind to shame.

XANTHIPPE: But the 
person who is compelled 
LQWR� WKH� FRPSDQ\� RI� RWK�
ers, by a tyrant, say, who is 
IRUFHG� WR� PDUFK� WR� DQRWK�
er’s tune or brave another’s 
danger: such a person, I 
imagine, does not regard 
success as honourable, or 
failure as a thing of blame. 
For his goals are not his 
own. He acts for a purpose, 
certainly, and reasonably: 
he marches beneath the 
alien banner for fear of the 
whip at his back. But his 
action is a means, and not 
DQ�HQG��DQG�LWV�IXOÀ�OPHQW�LV�
QR�IXOÀ�OPHQW�RI�KLV�

PLATO: I begin to see 
what you are getting at.

XANTHIPPE:�,�WRR�EH�
gin to see it. For it follows, 
GRHV� LW� QRW�� WKDW� IUHH� DVVR�
ciations are the true source 
of what is ultimately worth 
while, and of the motives – 
honour and shame – which 
make it so. It is from our 
little institutions – and I 
count the family as the 
most important among 
WKHP��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�EURWK�
erhoods and sisterhoods, 
the groups of kinsmen, the 
religious guilds and dining 
clubs – that the meaning 
of life, or rather the many 
meanings of life, derive. 
Without them, deprived of 
RXU�JRDOV��ZH�FDQ�GR�QRWK�
ing of value: all our actions 
then become means, and 
since nothing has intrinsic 
SXUSRVH�� QRWKLQJ� KDV� SXU�
SRVH� DW� DOO�� 2XU� OLYHV� EH�
come lost in calculation, 
but the only object of this 
calculation is to survive the 
SUHVHQW�PRPHQW�DQG�FDOFX�
ODWH�DJDLQ��:RXOG�\RX�FRQ�
sider that a good life for a 
rational being?

PLATO: By no means.
XANTHIPPE: Indeed, 

it is not the life of a rational 
being at all, since no part of 
it is reasonable: nothing is 
done for a reasonable end, 
and therefore everything is 
done without reason.”

Tyrannical political 
IRUFHV��ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�;DQ�
WKLSSH��RSSRVH�WKH�ULJKW�RU�
dering of human affection. 
By nature, ordered love is 
PHDQW� WR� Á�RXULVK� DV� D� E\�

SURGXFW�RI�VPDOO�EXW�EHDX�
tiful human associations, 
those “little platoons” in 
which our lives and loves 
are ordered and enacted – 
the family especially.

Edmund Burke wrote 
eloquently against tyranny 
in his 5HÁ�HFWLRQV� RQ� WKH�
Revolution in France. “To 
EH�DWWDFKHG�WR� WKH�VXEGLYL�
VLRQ�� WR� ORYH� WKH� OLWWOH� SOD�
WRRQ� ZH� EHORQJ� WR� LQ� VR�
FLHW\�� LV� WKH� À�UVW� SULQFLSOH�
(the germ as it were) of 
public affections. It is the 
À�UVW� OLQN� LQ� WKH� VHULHV� E\�
which we proceed toward a 
love to our country and to 
mankind.”

´7KH�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKDW�SRU�
tion of social arrangement 
is a trust in the hands of all 
WKRVH�ZKR�FRPSRVH�LW��DQG�
as none but bad men would 
justify it in abuse,” wrote 
Burke, “none but traitors 
would barter it away for 
WKHLU� RZQ� SHUVRQDO� DGYDQ�
tage.”

As Pope Francis said 
EDFN�LQ�0DUFK��´7KHUH�FDQ�
QRW�EH� WUXH�SHDFH� LI�HYHU\�
one is his own criterion, if 
everyone can always claim 
exclusively his own rights, 
without at the same time 
FDULQJ�IRU�WKH�JRRG�RI�RWK�
HUV��RI�HYHU\RQH��RQ�WKH�ED�
sis of the nature that unites 
every human being on this 
earth.”

%XW�DV�WHFKQRORJLFDO�RE�
server Marshall McLuhan 
said, “The new information 
HQYLURQPHQW� WHQGV� WR� VXS�
plant Nature.” In the age 
of “the moronic inferno,” 
the desecration of beautiful 
things is everywhere.

Love and connection, 
attachment and affection 
– about such beautiful 
WKLQJV�� WKHUH� DUH� QRQHWKH�
less still “truths which only 
stories can convey.”

And if our imaginations 
were to “only connect” 
truth with beauty, then both 
ZRXOG� EH� H[DOWHG�� DQG� KX�
man love would be seen at 
its height.

C.S. Morrissey is an as-
sociate professor of philos-
RSK\� DW� 5HGHHPHU� 3DFLÀ�F�
College. The audio record-
ing of Roger Scruton’s re-
cent lecture in Vancouver 
on “The Need for Beauty” 
is available from Regent-
Audio.com. T
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