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If your life was a movie, what genre would it be?
If they made a movie 

about your life, whose 
point of view would 

they tell it from? (This ques-
tion is the premise of the 
movie, Letter to a Priest,
which is having its world 
premiere July 25 at 2pm 
at World Youth Day 2013 
in Rio. A preview trailer is 
viewable on YouTube.)

You might think your 
own point of view is the 
best way to tell your life 
story. But what about other 
people? Don’t they have a 
perspective that also helps 
tell the full story?

The Swiss theologian 
Hans Urs von Balthasar 
famously came up with an 
amazing analogy to think 
DERXW� VDOYDWLRQ�� 5HÁ�HFWLQJ�

on human history, Balthasar 
noticed its incredible drama. 
Hence he developed his no-
tion of the “theater of the 
world:” Welttheater in Ger-
man, or theatrum mundi in 
Latin, or “global theatre” in 
my preferred English trans-
lation (because of the reso-
nance with Shakespeare).

The idea of the global 
theatre isn’t original to 
Balthasar. Greek and Ro-
man classical thought had 
developed the idea of world 
history as a “play” in which 
the gods have assigned vari-

ous roles to humans. Human 
history thereby provides a 
“spectacle for the gods,” 
who watch and judge their 
performance.

What Balthasar did was 
UHÀ�QH� WKLV� QRWLRQ� RI� WKH�
global theatre in light of 
what the Bible has to say 
about God’s interaction 
with the human race. In 
À�YH�YROXPHV��XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�
Theo-Drama, Balthasar en-
JDJHV� LQ� WKHRORJLFDO� UHÁ�HF�
tions that use this analogy to 
deepen our appreciation of 
the drama of salvation his-
tory.

Balthasar shows the 
fruitfulness of this approach 
by highlighting how it helps 
us think about the unique 
Christian doctrine of the 

Incarnation. “Theo-drama 
(as distinct from merely hu-
man drama) is only possible 
where ‘God’, or a ‘God’, or 
some accredited representa-
tive of God, steps onto the 
stage of life’s play as ‘a per-
son’ in the action, separate 
from the other characters,” 
he writes in Volume II.

In the drama of your life, 
you have a role to play. Just 
as in our theatrical experi-
ence, so too in theology it 
is important to distinguish 
the actor from the author 
and from the director. For 
example, with regard to the 
movie Letter to a Priest,
people can distinguish the 
author (C.S. Morrissey) 
from the director (Clayton 
Richard Long) and from the 

actor (Frank Turner, who 
plays the priest).

If real life, some people 
are so deluded they might 
think they are either the au-
thor, or the director, of their 
life story. That this is a de-
lusion becomes clear once 
you see yourself in relation 
to all other people and to all 
of human history. The world 
doesn’t revolve around you. 
It would be ridiculous for 
the global theatre to be a 
story told entirely from your 
own point of view.

But since “all the world’s 
a stage,” as Shakespeare fa-
mously recognized, and you 
are indeed an actor in the 
drama, then we must still ask 
who is the author and who 
is the director. Balthasar 

therefore uses his amazing 
analogy to meditate on the 
Trinity: God the Father can 
be thought of as the Author. 
This means the incarnate 
Son can be thought of as an 
actor in the drama, since the 
Author gives him a unique 
role, just like the rest of us 
are given acting roles in the 
theatre of the world. Each 
actor is thereby assigned, by 
the authorship of the Father, 
an identity on the stage of 
the global theatre. But the 
challenge for each actor is, 
like the Son, to freely and 
obediently assume the role 
in which they have been 
cast.

Just as in our theatri-
cal experience we recognize 
6HH�<285�²�3DJH���
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We Need a Law
In her letter, “Gestational abortion 

law,” in the June 24 B.C. Catholic, Ger-
linde Elsbett says that gestational limits 
are in place right across Canada. In a way 
they are, but one can see there is a wide di-
vergence in gestational age limits applied 
by the various hospitals, committees, and 
provinces.

This is not acceptable in a life/death 
issue involving humanity. The issue of 
abortion deserves a federal rendering of 
decision.

Let’s start with a law against 
sex-selection abortion and then 
continue towards the ideal of 
respect for human life from 
the time of fertilization. Not 
to take any legal action in the 
right direction, when we have 
an opportunity to do so because 
of the high voter support for this 
À�UVW�PRYH��VHHPV�WR�PH�D�VHULRXV�PLVWDNH�

In fact, the current situation (individual 
provinces having different gestational 
OLPLWV��Á�LHV�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH������0RU�
gentaler decision. I think the justices in-
volved in that decision said they did not 
like the way the law was being unevenly 
applied across the country.

I’m sure Gerlinde Elsbett means well, 
but I also think her way of “all or nothing” 
will not work in a democracy. Let’s do all 
we can when we can. We need a law!

Barbara Gobbi
Roberts Creek, B.C.

We Don’t Need “WeNeedALaw”
Forty-seven years ago, Pierre Elliott 

Trudeau made abortion legal. At that time, 
those of us who are now “grey-haired 
Caucasians,” were young and actively 
working to have the law changed to pro-
tect all babies, as it had always done.

We picketed abortion clinics and spent 
time in jail and we lobbied parliamen-
tarians. Later, during the debate on the 
Charter of Rights, we lobbied the Cana-
dian bishops, pleading that they use their 
LQÁ�XHQFH�WR�XUJH�WKDW�WKH�XQERUQ�IURP�WKH�
moment of conception be included in the 
Charter.

There were many pro-life members 
of parliament like Perrin Beatty, David 
Kilgour, and Jake Epp who did their best 
to make it possible for Campaign Life to 

present a brief to the Senate/Commons 
Committee on including the right 

to life from conception in the 
Charter. At that time, MPs 
were allowed to hold and ex-
press their support for the un-
born without being ridiculed 

or demoted.
I write as a B.C. resident, 

WKH� À�UVW� SUHVLGHQW� RI� &DPSDLJQ�
Life and a member of the team, along 
with Gwen Landolt and two doctors, 
which presented our case for the unborn 
to the Senate/Commons Committee on the 
Charter of Rights.

I must challenge the logic of “com-
promise” when it concerns human life. 
“WeNeedALaw” seems optimistic that 
some kind of law will be in place within 
10 years. However, if it permits abortion 
at any time during pregnancy, it is not pro-
tecting human life at all.

Either all children are made in God’s 
image and therefore are precious in His 
eyes, or only those who can be saved by 
passing a law to limit their extinction are 
considered “savable”; the rest must be 
written off because of “compromise.”

If the law states that abortion is legal 
up to some gestational limit, the law is 
saying it is legal to kill babies who fall 
outside the time limit set by compromis-

ing individuals.
May I remind the executive director of 

“WeNeedALaw” that although many of 
us are now grey-haired, we have nurtured 
and educated the next generation of pro-
life activists who are the visible presence 
he sees at pro-life rallies.

Kathleen Toth
Abbotsford

Shout-down Schouten
Re: “Pro-Life” movement continues to 

gain momentum,” by Agnieszka Krawc-
zynski, in the July 1 issue.

I wonder how the WeneedaLaw group 
and Mike Schouten can receive such un-
TXDOLÀ�HG�VXSSRUW�IURP�D�&DWKROLF�QHZVSD�
per.

The article contains such extreme ex-
aggerations such as “the pro-choice side 
already has abortion through 40 weeks” 
and “A few years ago, Schouten said, the 
average pro-lifer was a grey-haired Cau-
casian male.”

Also, his idea of an example of com-
promise is “if pro-choice activists wanted 
abortion up to 32 weeks of pregnancy and 
pro-lifers wanted to limit it after 24 weeks, 
so they settled on 28 weeks.”

I believe this person and this move-
ment he leads is an abortion rights activist 
and not pro-life.

Regarding the exaggerations; there are 
no abortions at 40 weeks and the grey-
haired Caucasian males were probably at 
a Rotary meeting.

Concerning his idea of a compromise 
being 28 weeks, which is 6 1/2 months: 
women would be safer having their chil-
dren. A law allowing abortion up to 28 
weeks would in effect be requiring all 
hospitals in all provinces to provide staff 
to do abortions, because it would then be 
a legal requirement. Many hospitals, and 

the entire province of PEI, do not do abor-
tions at present.

I think it is scandalous that your paper 
KDV�JLYHQ�VXFK�XQTXDOLÀ�HG�DFFHVV� WR� WKLV�
man who I think (to repeat) is an abortion 
rights activist.

M. Elsbett
Powell River, B.C.

Abortion is murder
Re: “Pro-Life movement continues to 

gain momentum,” on Page 2 of the July 1 
issue of The B.C. Catholic:

Perhaps you should have watched the 
“Silent Scream” on YouTube before you 
advocated an abortion law allowing abor-
tion up to 12 weeks. There you can see 
how a human being at 12 weeks’ gestation 
is trying to escape from the suction tube 
and open her mouth in a silent scream be-
fore she is ripped to pieces.

You are working with demagogy in 
your promotion of a gestational abortion 
law, calling it “Pro-Life”!

If it is true that in a Christian country 
like Canada only a small minority want 
human life protected from conception, 
then we must ask why. When body and 
soul are reunited on judgment day, the just 
will go to eternal bliss and the reprobates 
to eternal punishment. Abortion is murder, 
and there can be no compromise with it 
without mortal sin.

Gerlinde Elsbett
Powell River, B.C.

We invite readers to send letters com-
menting on issues discussed in the com-
munity or within the pages of this publi-
cation. Letters must have an address and 
SKRQH� QXPEHU� IRU� YHULÀ�FDWLRQ�� /HWWHUV�
may be edited for style, clarity, and length. 
letters@rcav.org. T
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&RQWLQXHG�IURP�3DJH��
some actors are better than 
others, so too we can real-
ize we human actors have 
an amazing freedom, de-
spite the fact actors have 
to work with pre-assigned 
roles. The freedom comes in 
the interpretation of the role 
pre-assigned by the Author.

Freedom is undeniably 
on display whenever we see 
an actor make the most of 
their role. Lesser actors are 
enslaved to cliched ways of 
interpreting roles. Great ac-
tors, however, make a role 
come alive with a uniquely 
individual interpretation 
WKDW� ZH� ÀQG� XQIRUJHWWDEOH�
and that we therefore for-
ever attach to their person.

But great actors also rec-
ognize the need to work with 
great directors who “breathe 
life” into the author’s text 
along with them. Therefore 
Balthasar completes his 
DQDORJLFDO� UHÁHFWLRQ� RQ� WKH�
Trinity by pointing out it is 
the Holy Spirit who acts as 
the Director of the drama in 
the global theatre.

Like a director, the Spirit 
does not appear on stage. 
But this means the director 
has a unique perspective, 
constantly reminding every-

one of how each role is part 
of a communal effort. Each 
role is part of the drama ac-
cording to the providential 
will of the Author (the Fa-
ther), but this willed “text” 
of the play still has to come 
alive, and this means that 
even the smallest assigned 
role can become truly un-
forgettable and astonish-
ing, when the director and 
the actor freely collaborate 
to achieve the best creative 
result.

Your mission, should you 
choose to accept it, is to de-
velop your personality such 
that you fully take up the 
role in which you have been 
cast and to thereby make 
it your own. As Balthasar 
helps us understand, the 
threefold point of view of 
the Trinity is the best stand-
point from which to view 
the drama of your life.

C.S. Morrissey is an as-
sociate professor of phi-
losophy at Redeemer Pa-
FLÀF� &ROOHJH�� 7KH�:HE� VLWH�
moreC.com/simone links to 
the movie trailer for “Letter 
to a Priest” and, as evange-
lization resources, contains 
D�ÀOP�VWXG\�JXLGH�DQG�JURXS�
discussion questions. T

Cultural understanding enlightens Biblical truths

John Pilch takes read-
ers on a half-psycho-
logical, half-mystical 

journey into the Biblical 
world and its spirituality. 
He attempts to understand 
ancient Far Eastern culture, 
from the ancient Israelites 
up to Jesus’s own contem-
poraries, and how they com-
municated with God and 
underwent religious experi-
ences.

He discusses how much 
religious activity occurred 
under alternative states of 

consciousness, or ASC. 
While some readers will 
assume that the author is 
reducing important Bibli-
cal stories, including those 
pertaining to Jesus, to psy-
chobabble, this is certainly 
not what the book is about. 
Readers can gain many in-
sights into the visions of 
Ezekiel and other Old Tes-
tament prophets, as well as 
the New Testament’s Book 
of Revelation.

Helping people under-
stand the ancient Israelites 
within their own culture 
counters the frequent psy-
chological reading of the 
Bible, something that be-

came common in the mid-
20th century, for example in 
Carl Jung’s famous book on 
Job.

The author’s dis-
cussion of Ezekiel in 
Flights of the Soul 
remains faithful to the 
standard Christian read-
ing of this prophet, in-
cluding the call to Israel 
to cease non-Israelite, 
VSHFLÀFDOO\� (J\SWLDQ��
worship.

“Believers ought not 
think that they can ma-
nipulate the God of Is-
rael as their neighbours 
believed they could ma-
nipulate their deities.” 
Pilch shows how Eze-
kiel’s ASCs occurred 
within this theological 
context. As with many 
Mediterranean people, 
the prophet communicated 
with God through these 
ASCs.

Such interpretations of 
the prophets and other Old 
7HVWDPHQW� ÀJXUHV� UHÁHFWV�

how lively the spirituality 
of the Chosen People was 
at that time. They were not 
docile, blindly following 

the Law and their religious 
leaders, but felt a deep spiri-
tual hunger. Perhaps one 
can come to the conclusion 
that they were communicat-
ing with the Holy Spirit.

The author shows how 
Ezekiel and the others who 
experienced God in this way 
always returned to their tra-

GLWLRQ�WR�ÀJXUH�RXW�WKH�
meaning. They did not 
set off on their own. 
They were able to in-
terpret their experi-
ences only within the 
parameters of their re-
ligious tradition.

Pilch spends con-
siderable time devel-
oping an interesting 
discussion on holy men 
in ancient Israel, in-
cluding during Jesus’s 
day. He looks to an-
thropology here, aided 
by an understanding of 
20th-century Moroc-
can Jews and their tra-
ditions regarding holy 
saints.

The author makes the 
important point that bibli-
cal scholars “never attend to 
His [Jesus’s] Mediterranean 
culture’s consensus reality. 
It is quite different from 

Western culture’s consensus 
reality.”

The author is trying to 
understand Jesus and His 
tradition within the param-
eters of that tradition, rather 
than from a Western per-
spective. He assumes, prob-
ably correctly, that we in the 
West have a vastly different 
culture, and often misun-
derstand many events in the 
Bible.

Rather than aiming to 
deconstruct Scripture, Pilch 
has a healthy respect for it, 
and wants to enter into the 
cultural world of the Bibli-
cal writings on their terms, 
leaving behind his Western 
lens as much as possible.

Readers will gain many 
insights into the ancient 
eastern Mediterranean cul-
ture, which holds the deep-
est roots of our religious 
beliefs. This clearer under-
standing can enhance our 
faith in Christ. T
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Flights of the Soul:  
Visions, Heavenly  

Journeys, and Peak  
Experiences in the  

Biblical World
By John J. Pilch

238 pages, eerdmans.com.
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Your mission is to 
take up your role

Continued from Page 14
The Pontiff agreed to re-

ceive the cross after he was 
sent an eight-page letter 
from Maria Isabel Magana, 
the Colombian coordinator 
of the Lewe Youth Move-
ment. The youth movement 
takes its name from the Af-
rikaans word meaning “life.”

The letter included pho-
tos of young people with 
the cross and explained why 
they want to bring it to Bra-
zil.

In her letter, Magana 
wrote that “after hearing 
your homily to young people 
on Sunday, April 28, inviting 
them to ‘go against the tide, 
as that does the heart good,’ 
we decided we should write 
you this letter.”

The movement hopes the 
cross will demonstrate “the 
love and commitment of Co-
lombian young people for 
the Church and the world.”

The young people decid-
ed that each signature would 
be a sign of the challenge 
to be another Christ on the 
cross.

“Young people are crazy 
about following the steps of 
Jesus and being faithful to 

His Church,” she explained.
The cross will be taken to 

each of the main events of 
World Youth Day so that pil-
grims from across the world 
will be able to sign it as well.

“Tears come to my eyes 
when I see the excitement 
with which the cross is re-
ceived and how young 
people sign it with such ten-
derness,” Magana related to 
Pope Francis in her letter.

The Vatican announced 
July 9 that the Pope will 
grant a plenary indulgence to 
World Youth Day Catholic 
participants.

A plenary indulgence is 
a remission of all temporal 
punishment due to sin of 
which the guilt has been for-
given through confession.

“The young people and 
the faithful who are ade-
quately prepared will obtain 
the plenary indulgence, once 
a day and under the usual 
conditions (sacramental con-
fession, communion, and 
prayer for the intentions of 
the Holy Father), applicable 
also to the souls of deceased 
faithful,” states the decree.

It adds that people who 
cannot attend World Youth 

Day can receive it “under the 
usual spiritual, sacramental 
and prayer conditions, in a 
VSLULW� RI�ÀOLDO� VXEPLVVLRQ� WR�
the Roman Pontiff.”

This means they must 
participate “in the sacred 
functions on the days indi-
cated, following the same 
rites and spiritual exercises 
as they occur via television 
or radio or, with due devo-
tion, via the new means of 
social communication.”

A partial indulgence, a 
remission of some temporal 
punishment due to sin, can 
be received by Catholics who 
“in any place and between 
the indicated days, with a 
contrite heart raise devout 
prayers to God, concluding 
ZLWK�WKH�RIÀFLDO�SUD\HU�RI�WKH�
World Youth Day.”

They will also need to 
invoke “the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Queen of Brazil (with 
the title Nossa Senhora da 
Conceicao Aparecida) as 
well as other patrons and in-
tercessors of the same meet-
ing, that they may encourage 
the young to reinforce their 
faith and lead a holy life.”

The granting of indul-
gences by the Pope comes 

from the words of Jesus 
to Peter: “I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven.”

Over 267 venues will of-
fer catecheses, teaching ses-
sions on the faith by bishops, 
in over a dozen languages 
between July 24 and 26. The 
three days will each have 
themes:  “Thirsting for hope, 
thirsting for God” on July 24, 
“To be Christ’s disciples” on 
July 25, and “To be mission-
aries: go forth!” on July 26.

After a 30-minute talk 
by a different bishop or car-
dinal each day there will be 
a question-answer session. 
Each day will close with 
Mass said by the catechist. 
Priests will also be available 
for confession.

One of the main venues 
for English-speakers will be 
the Vivo Rio Pilgrim Centre, 
where artists such as Steve 
Angrisano, Jesse Manibu-
san, the Jacob and Matthew 
Band, and Danielle Rose will 
perform on stage throughout 
the week. T
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Youth hope cross shows love & commitment


