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Theology intertwines with science - Part 2
By C.S. Morrisey 
Special to The B.C. Catholic

This is the second part of a two-part arti-
cle. Please see the July 25 “B.C. Catholic,” 
or bccatholic.ca, for Part 1.

Our culture sets up a false opposition 
between science and theology. I, as 
a Thomist, a follower of St. Thomas 

Aquinas, sum this problem up in two words: 
“science, interrupted.” What I mean is that 
this false way of thinking tears apart the 
unity of all the sciences. St. Thomas, how-
ever, considers theology to be a science.

In our modern culture, “ideoscopic sci-
ence” (the knowledge possessed by a spe-
cialized few) is what is exalted most of all. 
We are told not to trust our common sense 
or everyday experience. Scientists are alleg-
edly the highest authorities.

If you think I am exaggerating, I’m not. 
Just look at our use of the word “science.” 
It has been hijacked to now refer only to 
modern science (“ideoscopic science”). Our 
culture thinks of experimental science as 
the only real science.

But, as we learned in Part 1, the tradi-
tional conception is that theology and phi-
losophy (divine and human wisdom) are 
sciences too. They are doctrines, teachable 
things, real wisdoms: true sciences too.

I’m not exaggerating about the problem 
with this way of thinking. Look at what you 
think of when you use the word “doctrine.” 
Do you think of science? Well, you should. 

St. Thomas did!
This is why Thomism is so important. It 

provides us with the right way of beginning 
to think about our current intellectual and 
cultural problems. Let me leave you with a 

picture:
Divine science is the large circle that 

contains all. Think of the rich soil of a glob-
al garden from which everything grows. All 
truth is God’s truth. Within that garden lies 
a much smaller circle of human wisdom 
(“cenoscopic science”): what anyone, in 
principle, can know from common expe-
rience, by using their own natural human 
powers. It is like the stem at the centre of 

Where is modern science (“ideoscopic 
science”) in this picture? It is wrong to op-
pose it to common human wisdom. Think 
instead of cenoscopic science as the stem, 
and ideoscopic science as the petals. The 
petals presuppose the stem, and they can 
only grow on it.

(Put another way: yes, Galileo’s tele-
scope extends our knowledge; but it presup-
poses that we have bodies and brains and 
eyes to look through the telescope with! 
Ideoscopic science thus presupposes and 
cannot be founded on anything other than 
ideoscopic experience.)

Thus all human knowledge, cenoscopic 
or ideoscopic, is organically linked. Mod-

the stem of human science into what it was 
meant to blossom into.

Because all truth is God’s 
truth, modern science enriches 
whatever theology can doctrin-
ally outline for us. At Catholic 
universities we are invited to 
deepen our knowledge of God’s 
beautiful garden. I say we should take 
St. Thomas Aquinas as our gardener guide, 
as we cultivate our knowledge, because he 
knows best how philosophy and theology 
are sciences too.

I leave you with one of his sayings, 

(human wisdom’s “cenoscopic” knowledge 

of nature) to think about the connection be-
tween the soil (theology’s “divine science” 

blossoms (modern “ideoscopic” science):
“If anyone says that something is sin be-

cause it offends God, the thinking falls short. 
For God has so created human beings that it 
is impossible for us to offend God except 
by acting contrary to what our nature pre-
scribes as good for us” (St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, Summa contra gentiles III, 122, 2).

In other words, a specialized knowledge 
of nature can ultimately never be at odds 
with the science that it presupposes (and 
upon which its truth must grow): namely, 
the wisdom that is both human and divine.

about it, what God says always makes su-
preme sense.
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 CCODP misses the point
Re: the article by Andrew Conradi, a 

member of CCODP, in the July 4 issue, 
in which he says: “An important guiding 
principle is the ‘principle of legitimate co-
operation with evil.’”

I wish to thank The B.C. Catholic for 
having the debate on the Canadian Cath-
olic Organization for Development and 
Peace.

In the 1990s Blessed Mother Teresa 
of Kolkata made several trips to Vietnam 
as she considered opening a house for the 
poorest of the poor in the country. Several 
sisters of her order were staying at a centre 
for orphans in Hatay province.

In 1996 Mother decided not to open 
her house there and moved all the sisters 
out of the country. I believe she made the 
decision because she would not bend her 
principles and succumb to the communist 
government’s demands.

When we 
receive the 
sacraments 
of baptism 
and con-
firmation 
we are 
c o m -

missioned to go out to proclaim the Good 
News to the world. The Church’s mission, 

for salvation. That is fundamental.
Yet it seems that we now care more 

about fundraising activities than the salva-
tion of souls. Conradi tried to make a case 
for collaboration with evil. But is not evil 
that causes poverty in our society?

I grew up in Vietnam during and after 
the Vietnam war, at a time when the coun-
try was one of the poorest nations in the 
world, and know from my own experience 
what poverty is and what causes it. It is evil 
practices of their governments that cause 
the poverty of our poorest countries, coun-
tries such as Angola, Somalia, Cambodia, 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Haiti.

If Conradi referred to the evil of abor-
tion, then consider what Scripture says: 
“For you formed my inward parts, You 
knit me together in my mother’s womb.... 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance” 
(Psalm 139).

In Chapter 1 of Genesis we read: “So 
God created man in His own image, in the 
image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them.”

When a baby is killed by abortion, a hu-
man being created by God and in the im-
age of God is killed.

T. Oanh (Mary) McDaniel
West Vancouver

 Bullying hurts everyone
Re: “Students obliged to study 

subjects against morals” in the July 
11 issue.

Burnaby School District’s Draft 
Policy 5.45 is yet another attempt 
to undermine parental authority 
and to promote among children 
the notion that the practice of a 

homosexual lifestyle is both normal and 
healthy. Similar programs are underway 
here in School District 43 and elsewhere 
in Canada, under the pretence of combat-
ing “bullying.”

In my school years, back in the 1940s, 
there was no LGTB “issue,” and those 
who adhered to the “gay” lifestyle were 
not bullied.

Why not?
Because they did not expect the rest of 

the world to accept, much less “celebrate,” 
their disorder, they kept it to themselves, 
knowing that their lifestyle was not accept-
able to the overwhelming majority. “Don’t 
ask, don’t tell” was the unwritten law, and 

Bullying is not to be condoned under 
any circumstances, but the issue should 
not be hijacked by any single-interest 
group for the purpose of promoting its own 
agenda. Kids are bullied for a number of 
reasons, not just sexual orientation.

Moral issues are the domain of the par-
ents, NOT the teaching profession. Let’s 
keep homosexual propaganda out of our 
schools.

Bill Van Eldik
Port Coquitlam

 Compassion can be catchy
Re: “Slogan needs to be re-worked” in 

the July 18 issue.
Many thanks to Lisa Layzell for her 

heartfelt statement about the evil of abor-
tion and the need for Christians to oppose 
it. She emphasizes that the best method for 
overcoming evil is to cooperate with God 
“so that we may, with compassion, assist 
those who have lost this wisdom” (that 
abortion is evil).

Is this the only method? She suggests 
that the use of slogans such as “It’s a child, 

not a choice” is inherently confrontational 
and counterproductive. “We must be pa-
tient and not expect them to take in the 
truth all at once.”

May I suggest that slogans and com-
passion are BOTH needed. True, a slogan 
must be backed up by a full, lived version 
of its message. That is its purpose: to point 
in succinct form to the reality it expresses. 
If the reality is not there, the message is 
empty.

Conversely, if the reality is so hidden by 
the sinful social context that people hardly 
know it exists, then slogans are necessary 
to cut through the dark clouds of misinfor-
mation.

This is the current situation in Canada, 
where almost the entire political and me-
dia establishments have purposely set out 
to cover up the reality of abortion.

Unless by a miracle of God, no one 
expects that Life Chain or March for Life 
or 40 Days for Life (the latter without any 
slogans) will change things anytime soon, 
but we must try to keep the topic alive 
in the consciousness of our neighbours. 
Scores of unborn babies are killed every 
day in B.C.

Patience and urgency are both needed.
K. Breck Milton
Vancouver
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““All truth  
is God’s 

truth.

Michael Hoyt / CNS


