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Scruton assails ugliness passed as art
By Elizabeth Krump
Special to The B.C. Catholic

WH� DOO� KDYH� D� GH�
VLUH� WR� XQGHU�
stand the role of 

EHDXW\� LQ� RXU� OLYHV�� GLVWLQ�
guished philosopher Roger 
6FUXWRQ�VXJJHVWHG� LQ�D� OHF�
ture at Regent College in 
Vancouver on May 5.

6FUXWRQ�� FRQVLGHUHG� E\�
PDQ\�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�IRUH�
most conservative minds of 
our time, was visiting from 
England for the weekend 
to attend Civitas, an annual 
&DQDGLDQ�JDWKHULQJ�RI�FRQ�
VHUYDWLYH� WKLQNHUV�� +H� RI�
fered a lecture in Vancouver 
on “The Need for Beauty” 
DIWHU� &LYLWDV�� DW� WKH� LQYLWD�
WLRQ� RI� KLV� IULHQGV� DW� 5H�
GHHPHU�3DFLÀ�F�&ROOHJH�DQG�
Regent College.

The enormousness of his 
topic was not overlooked by 
6FUXWRQ�

The short lecture was 
relatively informal, but 
packed with ideas about 
society’s relationship with 
EHDXW\�� 6FUXWRQ� GHOLJKWHG�
KLV�DXGLHQFH�ZLWK�FKDUDFWHU�
istic dry British humour and 
D� SURYRFDWLYH�� KRQHVW� GLV�
cussion of some of the most 
“unbeautiful” art of the last 
100 years.

%HIRUH�KH�VSRNH��6FUXWRQ�
had stated to The B.C. Cath-
olic that one of the peculiar 
things about Canadians is 
that it is hard to know where 
they stand on many issues. 
He was, therefore, intensely 
interested in the audience’s 
reaction to his ideas.

He spent as much time 
À�HOGLQJ� TXHVWLRQV� DIWHU� KLV�
talk as he did delivering 
the lecture, and engaging 
GLVFXVVLRQV� DPRQJ� DWWHQG�
ees continued well into the 
ERRN�VLJQLQJ� SHULRG� DIWHU�
the Q & A.

6FUXWRQ� EHJDQ� WKH� OHF�
ture by acknowledging 
that beauty has been given 
considerable attention in 
philosophy over the course 
of history, then proceeded 
to make a valiant effort to 
GLVFXVV�WKH�PRGHUQ�SUHGLFD�
ment.

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 6FUXWRQ��
“There has arisen, in our 
society, a distrust of beauty. 
We view it as an invitation 
into realms that have been 
undermined.”

He said we have lost a 
sense of true beauty, and it 
is now seen as sentimental 

DQG� VHOI�VDWLVI\LQJ�� $V� D�
result, modern artists have 
produced what he calls ugly 
DQG� ´D� UDWKHU� XQ�JURZQXS�
kind of art.”

Just as teenagers defy 
their parents’ rules, artists 

KDYH� GHÀ�HG� VWDQGDUGV� RI�
beauty with “transgressive 
DUWµ�ZKLFK� DWWHPSWV� WR�SRO�
lute or negate our sense of 
beauty.

6FUXWRQ� ODPHQWHG� WKDW�
some believe “we have 
asked too much of art” in 

the past by seeing it as a 
standard for beauty. “People 
choose to desecrate things 
to remind themselves that 
they were once sacred,” he 
VDLG�� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH�&KDS�
man Brothers who use art 
WR�FRPSOHWHO\�WZLVW�RXU�FRQ�
cept of the human body into 
something revolting.

6FUXWRQ� FDOOHG� WKLV� DW�
tempt to use desecration to 
À�QG� FRQVRODWLRQ� WKH� ´FRQ�
solation of ugliness.” That 
is, if beauty is unattainable, 
ugliness is seen by today’s 
artists as a more tolerable 
option.

+RZHYHU�� 6FUXWRQ� VDLG��
WKH� QHZ� FXOWXUH� RI� WUDQV�
JUHVVLRQ� UHÁ�HFWV� D� GLVDS�
pointment in the world, 
in ourselves, in not being 
DEOH� WR� À�QG� D� SODFH� ZLWKLQ�
VRFLHW\��ZKLFK�KH�FDOOHG�UH�
demption. By contrast, our 
universal search for beauty 
expresses the fact that “we 
have a need to take part in 
something greater.”

:H�KDYH�D�GHVLUH� WR�GLV�
cover that we matter and 
have a place in society.

6FUXWRQ� MRNHG� WKDW� KH�

PDQDJHG� WR� DYRLG� D� GHÀ�QL�
tion of beauty throughout 
KLV� OHFWXUH�� EXW� WKDW� XOWL�
mately we shouldn’t give up 
on beauty because it does 
KDYH� D� GHÀ�QLQJ� SXUSRVH� LQ�
our lives.

“It’s part of a process of 
KRPH�EXLOGLQJ��RI�UHFRQFLO�
iation, of being with others 
and achieving our identity 
in the world.”

$WWHQGHH�-RVLH�:LFKURZ�
VND�� DQ� XQGHUJUDG� DW� 6)8��
was attracted to the topic 
of beauty because of her 
involvement with “Trends: 
Teens Reacting Effectively 
	� 'LVFRYHULQJ� 6W\OH�µ� D�
local fashion show project 
ZKLFK�WHDFKHV�\RXQJ�ZRP�
en about their beauty and 
dignity in the eyes of God.

/LVD�'ZDQ��D�\RXQJ�9DQ�
couver professional, said 
the lecture provided a great 
deal of interesting material, 
but that she had settled on 
just two or three points “to 
think about and apply to 
life.”

&KULV� 0RUULVVH\� RI� 5H�
GHHPHU� 3DFLÀ�F� &ROOHJH�
SUDLVHG� 6FUXWRQ·V� ´DELOLW\�
to communicate complex 
ideas in an accessible way.”

In summarizing later, he 
VDLG� LI�RXU�SXUVXLW�RI�EHDX�
ty leads us to see our role 
within the greater fabric of 
society, then we become 
´LQGHEWHG� WR� SUHYLRXV� JHQ�
erations for what we have 
inherited, and responsible to 
the next generation to give 
them a good future.”

Beauty thereby makes us 
PRUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� DQG� À�OOV�
XV� ZLWK� ´JUDFH� DQG� JUDWL�
tude.”

More on this topic can be 
YLHZHG�RQ�5RJHU�6FUXWRQ·V�
BBC documentary, “Why 
Beauty Matters.”

See bccatholic.ca for 
more coverage. T
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By Kier-Christer Junos

The City of Mary 
is going to come 
WR� 7ULQLW\� :HVW�

ern University. Known 
as Mariapolis, the annual 
IDPLO\� UHWUHDW� RI� WKH� )R�
colare Movement offers 
spiritual growth in unique 
and engaging ways, and 
it’s open to all.

“This year’s theme is 
‘love of neighbour,’” said 
Marjeta Bobnar, one of 
WKH�RUJDQL]HUV��6KH·V�EHHQ�
LQYROYHG� ZLWK� 0DULDSR�
lis ever since attending a 
0DULDSROLV�LQ�6ORYHQLD�LQ�
1994. “We try to relate the 
WKHPH�WKURXJK�HYHU\�SUR�
gram during the retreat.”

This will be the fourth 
Mariapolis that TWU has 
hosted. This year’s events 
LQFOXGH�� HQJDJLQJ� VSHDN�
ers, small group sharing, 
workshops, sports, arts 
DQG� FUDIWV�� DQG� DJH�VSH�
FLÀ�F� DFWLYLWLHV� IRU� FKLO�
dren. Those attending the 
family retreat weekend 
-XO\� ������ FDQ� H[SHFW�
to mingle and bond with 
SHRSOH�IURP�PDQ\�GLIIHU�
ent walks of life.

0DVV�ZLOO�EH�FHOHEUDW�
ed daily, but Mariapolis 
LVQ·W� FORVHG� WR� QRQ�&DWK�
olics.

Father Harry Clarke 
IURP� 6W�� 3HWHU·V� 3DULVK�
LQ� 3ULQFHWRQ� VDLG�� ´0DU�
iapolis welcomes all 
seekers after truth: people 
from different Christian 
churches, people from 
the great religions, and 
SHRSOH�IURP�RWKHU�SHUVXD�

VLRQV�µ�+H�DGGHG�0DULDS�
ROLV� LV� D� XQLI\LQJ� H[SHUL�
ence for people of many 
backgrounds.

Father Clarke also said 
July’s retreat could be the 
EHJLQQLQJ� RI� D� QHZ� OLIH�
style for some. “At the 
centre of each day is the 
FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI� WKH�(XFKD�
rist – a time to stop, and to 
start again with Christ’s 
strength to build unity 
with all.

´6SHFLDO� SURJUDPV� DUH�
held simultaneously for 
young people of different 
DJH�JURXSV��'XULQJ�WKH�LQ�
WHUYDOV� WKHUH� LV�DQ�RSSRU�
tunity to get to know one 
DQRWKHU�� WR� VKDUH� H[SHUL�
ences and impressions 
²�FRQWLQXLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�PR�
PHQWV� WR� EXLOG�� DV� VRPH�
one said, this one family 
where everyone loves one 
another.”

Bobnar added, “It’s 
for everybody. There’s no 
distinction.”

“Usually, families take 
advantage of this [event] 
WR�VWD\�WRJHWKHU�DV�D�IDP�
ily. Young people stay for 
the weekend with their 
friends, and we have 
some priests who will 
be visiting from other 
GLRFHVHV�ZKR�ZLOO� EH� LQ�
volved too.”

7KH� )RFRODUH� 0RYH�
ment was founded in 
1949 in Italy by Chiara 
Lubich.

Mariapolis is accept-
ing registrations through 
604-468-2871 and ffvan-
couver@shaw.ca. T

TWU to host Focolare 
family retreat in July

%&&�À�OH�SKRWR
Members of Focolare attend Mariapolis at Trinity 
:HVWHUQ�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�������3HRSOH�IURP�DOO�RYHU�
western Canada participate in the annual event.

Malin Jordan / The B.C. Catholic
English philosopher Roger Scruton (right) signs books 
after his lecture titled “The Need for Beauty” at Regent 
College May 5. Scruton was invited to speak by B.C. 
Catholic columnist C.S. Morrissey (left).

FOURTH MARIAPOLIS

Modern works refl ect sentiment and self-satisfaction, not beauty

“We have 
a need to 

take part in 
something 

greater.
– Roger Scruton
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