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Emperor asks a number of questions about life & faith
By C.S. Morrissey
Special to The B.C. Catholic

C.S. Morrissey recently 
interviewed author John Mc-
Nichol about his new book in 
his original “The Young Ches-
terton Chronicles” series.

CSM: Tell me about your 
new, 472-page novel, The Em-
peror of North America.

JM: In Book 1, The Tri-
pods Attack! the young Gil-
bert Chesterton and his trusty 
friend H.G. Wells fought off a 
Martian invasion. Now, in The 
Emperor of North America,
Gil and Herb take very differ-
ent paths based on the choices 
they make.

Gil has to return to Amer-
ica, travelling through 1800s 

self up against steam-powered 
cowboys, nefarious eugeni-

dictator of the Americas, and a 
series of other colourful char-

the period.

CSM: Does the story have 
a serious and spiritual side?

JM: Most important, Gil-

ing a number of aspects of his 
life and faith in the face of his 
personal challenges and dif-

shift and change, but he gets a 
number of answers in the end 

tions!
CSM: How did you dis-

cover Chesterton?
JM: As a teenager, I read 

ter seeing them dramatized on 
PBS Mystery. I later read The 
Everlasting Man and Ortho-
doxy, which did for my sense 
of history what C.S. Lewis’s 
Mere Christianity and Sur-
prised by Joy did for my faith.

Both authors took com-

periences and used them as 
incontrovertible evidence for 
the truths of Christianity.

CSM: What are your fa-
vourite Chesterton books?

JM: The Ball 

and the Cross, The Flying Inn, 
The Man Who Was Thursday
and The Napoleon of Notting 
Hill,
Brown mysteries.

CSM: Who did you write 
your own books for? G.K. 
Chesterton fans?

JM: I wrote for myself, 
from a desire to share the sto-
ries in my head. As a teenager, 
the lack of male-friendly Cath-

this message: to be a “good” 
Catholic, one had to be either 
a girl or a feminized male.

The kinds of images and 
stories that boys liked: giant 

sions, were a collective “no-

I wrote for my sons, so that 
they could have something 

build up their faith and values, 
rather than tear it down. There 

the Catholic vein for girls, but 

CSM: So you wanted to 
shake things up, and write 

would like.
JM: I also wrote for my 

students. When I started teach-
ing middle school years ago, I 
was saddened at the popular 
reading available. Much of it 
portrayed those of authentic 
religious faith as ignorant, cru-
el, and nasty, while depicting 
secularists as noble, thought-
ful, and wise.

has taught me the opposite 
is true, and I wanted to write 

I wanted to inspire my kids 
and students to investigate the 
real G.K. Chesterton’s life and 
writings.

CSM: Why should people 
read your books? Isn’t there 
enough by Chesterton himself 
to read?

JM: There certainly is 

bert Keith Chesterton wrote 
over 100 novels and published 
over 1,000 poems and essays.

However, the sad truth is 
it’s hard for a young person 
to stumble onto his writings. 
Chesterton’s been unfairly 
scoured from the school cur-
riculum. Even well-meaning 
teachers are largely ignorant 
of him.

When I wanted to make 
him the subject of my thesis 
for my masters in literature, 

of the literature professors 
could help me. And this was at 

a Catholic (Jesuit) University!
CSM: So if people haven’t 

heard of Chesterton, or are re-
luctant to read him, you aim to 
provide a nice introduction? 
Very sneaky! I always tell peo-
ple to start with Orthodoxy.

JM:
would, I think, be a better in-
troduction to Chesterton than 
The Everlasting Man or Or-
thodoxy. Today’s young peo-
ple would often prefer to read 
an adventure story instead of a 
cerebral treatise on history or 
the human condition.

teries by GKC are great to 
read, but most young people 
I’ve encountered would rather 
read a story starring someone 
their own age and with their 

goal here is to tell a great story 
about just such a person.

CSM: Do you plan to 
write more Young Chesterton 
books?

JM: Right now I am about 
80 per cent of the way through 
writing the third volume in the 
series: Where the Red Sands 
Fly. It’s about Gilbert’s adven-
tures on Mars.

As with the novels already 
published, my goal is to tell a 
great story about a person who 
wins because they are open to 
and apply the timeless values 
of the Catholic faith.

The Emperor of North 
America, published by Beza-
lel Books, and The Tripods 
Attack! from Sophia Institute 
Press, are both available at 
the morec.com/GKC website. 
C.S. Morrissey teaches at Re-

Western cardinal was great

Re: “Canadian 
bishop goes to col-
lege,” in the Jan. 
16 issue:

Reading of the 
appointment of 
Archbishop Col-
lins to the Col-
lege of Cardinals 
reminded me of 
a man I knew years ago, a western 
Canadian who was also named a car-
dinal.

I had great respect for him, as he 
was a man of peace, wisdom, and 
compassion. His name was Arch-

H. (Bart) Vincelette
Vancouver

Praise and more praise

ports pastoral works,” in the Jan. 23 
issue:

Praise God for our archbishop!
We are blessed indeed with our 

Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, 
who has a gift for administration and 
passion for truth and reason. This 
gives him clear vision to clarify and 
address problems, encourage the 

and assist parish ministers to work 
independently and jointly for better 
and fruitful results for the good of the 
faithful.

By the way, The B.C. Catholic is 
using the space in the paper well.

I’m also elated that Tim Tebow, 

born in the Philippines, as I am also 

good feature photo of our shepherds 
on Page 1.

Anita C. Moralda
Coquitlam

Angel lacks modesty
Re: the cover art for the Dec. 19 

issue:
We thank you for the good articles 

written in The B.C. Catholic. We ap-
preciate them.

But on the front page of the Christ-
mas issue, there is a big icon picture 

Mary is sitting with Jesus in her arms 
and someone, perhaps Joseph, stand-
ing beside her with no clothes on, just 
a small cloth above his upper legs.

Do you think this picture is ap-
propriate and modest for a Catho-

lic journal? Our Church has always 
preached modesty in the way we 
dress. What a disgrace!

An art picture is created by an art-
ist; not all artists are suitable in our 
Catholic newspaper. This presenta-
tion might turn some Catholics away 
from our Church.

R. & R. Gaoury
Duncan, B.C.

Editor’s note:
Dear R. & R. Gaoury: thank 

you for your concern. As you cor-
rectly note, the work was a study of 
Caravaggio’s famous 1597 painting, 
“Rest on the Flight into Egypt.” We 
felt printing a copy of local iconogra-
pher Matthia Langone’s original oil 
study would be a nice cover for our 
Christmas issue.

The character you write about 
however is not Joseph, but an angel 
playing a violin. In classical art, an-
gels often appear dressed this way. 
We apologize if you were offended.

We invite readers to send letters 
commenting on issues discussed in 
the community or within the pages 
of this publication. Letters must 
have an address and phone number 

ited for style, clarity, and length. Let-
ters can be mailed, emailed, or sent 
through our online contact form: 
http://www.bccatholic.ca/contact.

Letters to the Editor
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C.S. Morrissey chats with author John McNichol about 
his original series, “The Young Chesterton Chronicles” 
and the real G.K. Chesterton.
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