Latin diplomas debut at Redeemer Pacific College

College changes modus operandito parchments printed in Church’s official language

By C.S. Morrissey
Special to The B.C. Catholic

en you received
your diploma, was
it written in Latin?

It’s a university tradition that
goes back to medieval times.
This year Redeemer Pacific
College decided to reinstate
it.

For the first time in its
history, for this year’s con-
vocation April 28, Redeemer
Pacific printed its parchments
in Latin.

Redeemer Pacific has been
around since 1999 in Langley,
and its courses count as credit
towards degrees at Trinity
Western University (TWU).
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RPC also offers certificate
programs in Catholic liberal
arts, Catholic theological
studies, Catholic education,
and also a Minor in Catholic
studies as part of TWU’s reli-
gious studies degree.

The certificates issued by
RPC to graduates from its
academic programs now use
eloquent sentences braided
together from the best univer-
sity Latin found in centuries
past.

Redeemer Pacific’s deci-
sion to issue honours printed
in Latin to its students is mo-
tivated by the teaching of the
Catholic Church and espe-
cially its most recent Popes.
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Join the 9-day Mass and Novena to

June 5-13, 2012

Guest Priests & Choirs daily

Feast day June 13th
Procession @ 6:30 PM

of Padua

7:30 PM

Followed by Mass,
novena & reception
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For example, Pope John
Paul II taught: “The Ro-
man Church has special ob-
ligations towards Latin, the
splendid language of ancient
Rome, and she must manifest
them whenever the occasion
presents itself” (Dominicae
cenae, n. 10).

In 2006 Pope Benedict
XVI said to a group of pil-
grims:  “My predecessors
rightly encouraged the study
of this great language in or-
der to achieve a better under-
standing of the sound doctrine
contained in the ecclesiastical
and humanistic disciplines. In
the same way, we encourage
the continuation of this activ-
ity, so that as many people
as possible may perceive the
importance of this treasure
and attain it.”

Pope Benedict, express-
ing the wish for greater use
of Latin in liturgical celebra-
tions, has also written: “I ask
that future priests, from their
time in the seminary, receive
the preparation needed to
understand and to celebrate
Mass in Latin, and also to
use Latin texts and execute
Gregorian chant; nor should
we forget that the faithful can
be taught to recite the more
common prayers in Latin,

and also to sing parts of the
liturgy to Gregorian chant”
(Sacramentum Caritatis, n.
62).

Pope John XXIII, in the
apostolic  constitution Ver-
erum Sapientia of 1962, con-
firmed the great importance of
Latin: “The Catholic Church
has a dignity far surpassing
that of every merely human
society, for it was founded
by Christ the Lord. It is alto-
gether fitting, therefore, that
the language it uses should
be noble, majestic, and non-
vernacular.”

In that same document,
Pope John also decreed: “No
one is to be admitted to the

study of philosophy or theol-
ogy except he be thoroughly
and perfectly grounded in
this language and capable of
using it.”

Pope Paul VI, in the apos-
tolic letter Sacrificium Laudis
of 1966, wrote: “The Latin
language is assuredly worthy
of being defended with great
care instead of being scorned;
for the Latin Church it is
the most abundant source of
Christian civilization and the
richest treasury of piety.”

“We must not hold in low
esteem these traditions of
your fathers which were your
glory for centuries.”

As part of its efforts to hold

Latin in esteem, Redeemer
Pacific is now offering to all
continuing education courses
in Latin.

Details on tuition and text-
books are available at www.
redeemerpacific.ca.

C.S. Morrissey is a profes-
sor of Latin and philosophy
at Redeemer Pacific College.
His translation of the Gre-
gorian chant, Dies Irae, will
be unveiled at RPC'’s June 1
musical and dramatic cel-
ebration at Holy Rosary Ca-
thedral. Info: www.redeemer-
pacific.ca/DAMIEN.Q

LADIES’ NIGHT

Prayerful support for men

By Nathan Rumohr

Behind every strong man
is a strong woman, and be-
hind both is prayer. On June
15 men will gather at St.
Mary’s Parish for the “Be a
Man” lecture hosted by Fa-
ther Larry Richards.

The event is part of an
archdiocesan effort to help
Catholic men rediscover

their identities.

To help make the event
a success Kyle Neilson,
the evangelization direc-
tor of the Archdiocese of
Vancouver, has organized a
women’s night of prayer and
support. The women will be
praying in Corpus Christi
Church for the men during
the lecture.

“Men need prayer,” said
Neilson. “Help us reach the
minds and hearts of men in
the Archdiocese of Vancou-
ver.”

The prayer vigil will start
at Corpus Christi at 7 p.m.
There will be Mass first,
then the rosary and silent
prayer. d
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