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Beauty is the antidote for ‘spiritual worldliness’
“People need 

beauty. They 
need the sense 

of being at home in their 
world, and being in commu-
nication with other souls,” 
writes the world-famous 
philosopher Roger Scruton.

“In so many areas of 
modern life – in pop music, 
in television and cinema, in 
language and literature – 
beauty is being displaced by 
raucous and attention-grab-
bing cliches,” laments Scru-
ton. “We are being torn out 
of ourselves by the loud and 
insolent gestures of people 
who want to seize our atten-
tion but to give nothing in 
return for it.”

Scruton has written 
many philosophical books. 
But those on art, architec-
ture, and music make es-
pecially important contri-
butions. One of his books 
published with Oxford 

University Press has the el-
egantly simple title: Beauty.

In 2009, at a philosophi-
cal conference in Rome 
inaugurated by Pope Bene-
dict XVI, Scruton delivered 

beauty. He spoke of beauty 
as a way of access to God.

“In creating beauty, the 
artist gives glory to God’s 
creation,” said Scruton. But 
he also spoke of the trend in 
art today that instead wor-
ships ugliness and desecra-
tion.

Applying his philosophi-
cal skill, Scruton discov-
ered the reason for this lam-
entable trend: “Desecration 
is a sort of defense against 
the sacred, an attempt to de-

stroy its claims.”
“Our lives will be judged 

before sacred things; and in 
order to escape that judg-

ment, we destroy the thing 
that seems to accuse us,” 
Scruton explained. “And 
since beauty reminds us of 
the sacred – and is even a 
special form of it – beauty 
must also be desecrated.”

Scruton has spoken on 
the topic of beauty in not 
many places. In a rare trip to 
the West Coast, Scruton will 
be speaking about beauty on 
Sunday, May 5, at 7 p.m. at 
Regent College in Vancou-
ver at an event co-sponsored 

lege.
One thought of Scruton’s 

in particular has been run-
ning through my mind over 
the past few weeks as we 
have begun to get to know 
Pope Francis on the world 
stage. Writing in The Ameri-
can Spectator, Scruton not-
ed the presence of desecra-
tion in our world and the 
absence of beauty: “Much 
of our public art is a love-
less art, and one that is also 
entirely without the humil-
ity that comes from love.”

The reason I associate 
this thought of Scruton’s 
with Pope Francis is be-
cause, before he became 
Pope, Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio, SJ, gave an inter-
view in 2007 as Archbishop 
of Buenos Aires in which he 
spoke about the beauty of 
the gospel:

“To me, apostolic cour-
age is disseminating. Dis-
seminating the Word. Giv-
ing it to that man and to that 
woman for whom it was 
bestowed. Giving them the 
beauty of the Gospel, the 
amazement of the encounter 
with Jesus ... and leaving it 
to the Holy Spirit to do the 
rest. It is the Lord, says the 

Gospel, who makes the seed 
spring and bear fruit.”

In that same interview, 
the Jesuit who is now Pope 
cited the writings of Cardi-
nal Henri de Lubac, also a 
Jesuit, in order to answer the 
question, “what is the worst 
thing that can happen in the 
Church?”

Cardinal Bergoglio re-
plied that the worst thing is 
what De Lubac calls “spiri-
tual worldliness,” which 
presents “the greatest dan-
ger for the Church, for us, 
who are in the Church.”

“Spiritual worldliness is 
putting oneself at the cen-
tre,” said the future Pope 
Francis. “It is what Jesus 
saw going on among the 
Pharisees: ‘You who glorify 
yourselves. Who give glory 
to yourselves, the ones to 
the others.’”

That was in 2007. But in 
2013, in handwritten notes 
from the morning of Satur-
day, March 9, when Cardi-
nal Bergoglio addressed the 
penultimate congregation of 
cardinals that preceded the 
conclave, he had an outline 
of his thoughts on the dan-
ger of a “self-referential 
Church.” Such a pharisa-
ical attitude, said the notes, 
“gives rise to that evil which 
is so grave, that of spiritual 
worldliness (according to 
De Lubac, the worst evil 
into which the Church can 
fall): that of living to give 
glory to one another.”

Perhaps you can see why 
I connect Scruton’s thought 
about beauty with this con-
cern of the Jesuit who has 
become Pope. To do so, you 
have to realize two things. 
First, what the Jesuit motto
See GLORY – Page 22

New mornings

Every morning I step out of my 
warm house into cool air outside to 
pick up my daily paper. The paper 
is rolled up and held together by a 
little elastic band.

The band is like me, old, worn 
and of no value. I am 86 years 
old and a recent widow after 
62 years of marriage. 
A neighbour saw me 
in my back yard the 
other day and asked 
me what I was do-
ing. I told him that 
I was waiting for 
the Grim Reaper.

It sounds nega-
tive, I’m sure. 
However, that is 
what old age is all about. 
It robs you of the joy of making any 
plans. No plans for a new job, a trip, 
or even shopping for new clothes. 
Planning your funeral is all that is 
left. So I toss the little band into the 
trash and go inside to catch up on 
the news.

The news is predictable, loud 
and at times frightening, but seldom 
offering hope. Suddenly a man ap-
pears on Page 1. He is in the news in 
every paper and on every TV chan-
nel. Who is he? His name is Fran-
cis. It seems that the whole world 
is staring at him, wondering who he 
is, and very soon loving him.

He was a cardinal in Argentina, 

where he chose to live in humble 
dwellings. He cooked his own 
meals, mended his own vestments. 
His pockets did not jingle with the 
sound of coins; he had given them 
all to the poor. He loved the poor 
people and they truly must have 

loved him. Now we all love 
him; how could we not? 

So that is who he is: 
our new Pope.

Recently a young 
seminarian who 
works for EWTN 
was interviewed. 
This young man 
is from Argentina 
and from the par-

ish of Pope Francis 
when he was a cardinal. 

He told how our Pope used to 
pick up his morning paper. It was 
folded and held together by a little 
elastic band.

He would carefully remove the 
bands each day and set them aside. 
Each month he would drop off the 
little bands he had saved at the 
newsagents that delivered him the 
newspaper; they still had value in 
this poor neighbourhood.

I am thrilled and amazed at how 
God speaks to us when we least ex-
pect it. My mornings are so differ-
ent now! Each day I take the band 
off my paper and say a prayer for 
Francis. He is far away, but close to 
us in prayer. This gentle man is so 

on track! I pray that he will not be 
derailed by illness or fatigue.

Kay Edwards
Langley

Slanted journalism
Re: “Langley residents effective-

ly muzzled,” in the April 1 issue:
The editor, who wrote this col-

umn, mentions that Motion 408 by 
MP Mark Warawa was deemed non-
votable by a parliamentary commit-
tee (but neglected to state that the 
committee was composed of 1 NDP, 
1 Liberal, and 1 Conservative MP). 
Later in the article he chastises the 
Prime Minister for “full blown muz-
zling”!

Obviously, this appears to be 
slanted journalism that is not up to 
the standard we expect of a Catholic 
newspaper.

It is not likely that any motion 
concerning informing the public 
about gender discrimination will 
get much space in the pro-abortion 
media.

Patricia Stanyer
Richmond

We invite readers to send letters 
commenting on issues discussed in 
the community or within the pages 
of this publication. Letters must 
have an address and phone num-

edited for style, clarity, and length. 
letters@rcav.org.

Letters to the Editor
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what old age is all about. 

him; how could we not? 
So that is who he is: 
our new Pope.

works for EWTN 

ish of Pope Francis 
when he was a cardinal. 

He told how our Pope used to 

old and a recent widow after 

A neighbour saw me 
in my back yard the 

old and a recent widow after him; how could we not? 

when he was a cardinal. 

“ My 
mornings are 

so different 
now.

L’Osservatore Romano / CNS
Pope Francis kisses a disabled man after spotting him 
in the crowd and having his popemobile stop as he 
rode through St. Peter’s Square March 19 ahead of 
his inaugural Mass at the Vatican. 

Christopher S. Morrissey
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Glory and beauty are one
Continued from Page 7

is. Second, that glory and 
beauty are the same thing.

First, this concern of 
Pope Francis (and of the 
cardinals who heard him ex-
press it and were thereby in-
clined to elect him) – name-
ly, the concern to avoid a 
pharisaical “self-referential 
Church” – is already ad-
dressed in the Jesuit motto 
and way of life: ad maiorem 
Dei gloriam (‘for the greater 
glory of God”).

To glorify yourself? No, 
that would be desecration. 
To glorify God? Yes, that 
would be the way of beauty.

Second, the theologian 
Hans Urs von Balthasar 
points out that, although 
most theologians rarely talk 
about it, the Scriptures con-
stantly speak of the divine 
“Glory” – which is another 

word for Beauty.

his The Glory of the Lord: 
A Theological Aesthet-
ics – Seeing the Form, von 
Balthasar says, “We no 
longer dare to believe in 
beauty and we make of it 
a mere appearance in order 
the more easily to dispose 
of it. Our situation today 
shows that beauty demands 
for itself at least as much 
courage and decision as do 
truth and goodness, and she 
will not allow herself to be 
separated and banned from 
her two sisters without tak-
ing them along with herself 
in an act of mysterious ven-
geance. We can be sure that 
whoever sneers at her name 
as if she were the ornament 
of a bourgeois past – wheth-
er he admits it or not – can 
no longer pray and soon will 

no longer be able to love.”
Thus, we can see the 

wisdom in Scruton’s grim 
assessment of today’s art 
world: “Much of our public 
art is a loveless art, and one 
that is also entirely with-
out the humility that comes 
from love.”

And perhaps we can even 
catch glimpses of how the 
dissemination of the Word, 
by the Gospel gestures of 
Pope Francis, will inspire a 
new generation of artists.

C.S. Morrissey is an as-
sociate professor of philos-

College. Roger Scruton’s 
talk,”Beauty,” will take 
place on Sunday, May 5, 
at 7pm at Regent College, 
5800 University Blvd., in 
Vancouver, B.C. More in-
formation at: moreC.com/
Scruton. 

Bishops issue ‘call to action’ on the environment
By Deborah Gyapong
OTTAWA (CCN)

The justice and peace 
commission of the 
Canadian Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops 
released a document April 

and action on recent Church 
teaching on stewarding the 
environment.

“Having an overarch-
ing vision of God’s purpose 
in creation and the rightful 
place of human beings in 
creation allows us to see the 
connectedness of different 
moral questions,” said Bish-
op Donald Bolen of Saska-
toon, a member of the com-
mission, in an interview.

That vision encompasses 
“serving the dignity of hu-
man life at all stages and 
working towards the com-
mon good,” and shows how 
justice implications are in-
trinsically connected with 
protecting the environment, 
he said.

“Our document may be 
criticized because it doesn’t 
address particular policy 

questions in Canada about 
the environment,” he said.

“We are encouraging our 
communities and our faith-
ful to engage in dialogue 
with government and giv-
ing them the principles from 
which they should do that,” 

he said. “It’s not shying 
away from party policy, it’s 
a call to action.”

Entitled “Building a New 
Culture: Central Themes in 
Recent Church Teaching on 
the Environment,” the docu-
ment covers eight themes, 

with relevant quotes from 
Popes Benedict XVI and 
John Paul II, and includes a 

ment is available at www.
cccb.ca.

Contrary to some prevail-
ing cultural environmental-
ist views that see human 
as only one species among 

principle is: “Human beings 
are creatures made in God’s 
image.”

It quotes Pope Bene-
dict, who warned against 
the extremes of unbridled 
dominion over nature, on 
one hand, and, on the other, 
“absolutizing the environ-
ment by considering it more 
important than the human 
person.”

The second principle 
stresses creation’s “intrinsic 
order” and natural law that 

can be ascertained through 
reason.

The third: “‘Human 
ecology’ and its relation-
ship to environmental ecol-

ogy” quotes Pope Bene-
dict’s encyclical Caritas in 
Veritate which ties respect 
for the “human ecology” 
of the marriage, the family, 

and protection of life at all 
stages with protection of 
creation.

Other principles include: 
responsible stewardship, 
care for the environment 
as a moral issue, solidarity, 
creation and spirituality, and 
responses to current envi-
ronmental problems.

“Since environmental 
degradation is often related 
to poverty, solidarity de-
mands that structural forms 
of poverty be addressed,” 
the bishops write.

“The Church does not 
propose or evaluate spe-

our current environmental 
problems,” the document 
says. “Rather, her task is to 
remind people of the rela-
tionship between creation, 
human beings, and the Cre-
ator.” 
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As a faith and learning community, we 
would like to extend prayerful best 

wishes and congratulations,  
Bishop Jensen, on the occasion of your 

ordination and installation as  
Bishop of Prince George.  

May God bless you abundantly. 

Congratulations to the Most 
Reverend Stephen Jensen on 
the occasion of his installation 
as Bishop of Prince George, BC. www.CatholicOttawa.ca

Opinion

I n recent decades, papal statements have reminded Catholics the world over that we need to 
give heightened attention to the environment.  In his message for the World Day of Peace, 
Pope John Paul II noted the growing awareness “that world peace is threatened not only by 

the arms race, regional conflicts and continued injustices among peoples and nations, but also 
by a lack of due respect for nature, by the plundering of natural resources and by a progressive 
decline in the quality of life. . . . Faced with the widespread destruction of the environment,  
people everywhere are coming to understand that we cannot continue to use the goods of the 
earth as we have in the past.”1  Twenty years later, Pope Benedict took the same occasion to draw 
attention to the threatening situation “arising from the neglect - if not downright misuse - of 
the earth and the natural goods that God has given us,”2 and reiterated a call from his message 
of 2008 calling for a renewing and strengthening of the “covenant between human beings  

and the environment, which should mirror the creative love of God, from whom we come and 
towards whom we are journeying.”3

Many Catholics today are rightly concerned about the state of our natural environment. 
In order to assist them, the Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace is offering 

this modest outline of eight central themes found in recent Church teaching 
on the environment. A brief description is given of each theme, along with 

some example citations from recent papal documents. These reflect on 
how a Catholic approach to economic questions, social justice, and 

environmental questions are necessarily viewed in relation to each 
other.  Their interrelationship is properly understood within a biblical 
framework grounded in our understanding of God’s creative and 
redeeming work, Christian anthropology, and the role God asks  
human beings to play in the created order. It is hoped that these  
themes will serve as a guide to discussion, reflection, and decision-

making on the very real environmental problems we face today.

1 John Paul II, Message for the World Day of Peace (January 1, 1990) 1.
2 Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Peace (January 1, 2010) 1.
3 Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Peace (January 1, 2008) 7.

Building a New Culture:

Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace of the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops

1 John Paul II, Message for the World Day of Peace (January 1, 1990) 1.
2 Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Peace (January 1, 2010) 1.
3 Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Peace (January 1, 2008) 7.
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“Solidarity 
demands that 

structural forms 
of poverty be 

addressed.
– Bishops
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