
THE B.C. CATHOLICMay 2, 2011 Page 3

B.C.

Message sent from on high: morality is top-down
By Brent Mattson

Iseemingly dictates all, it’s 
natural moral law, not gravity, 

that really keeps us grounded.
C.S. Morrissey, a philosophy 

College, said people often forget 
natural moral law looms above the 
laws of man. He was speaking at 

an April 2 lecture at Our Lady of 
the Assumption Parish.

“It’s that unwritten thing: don’t 
do anything bad or stupid,” Mor-
rissey said.

Pope John Paul II reminded 
-

ral law is to “do good and avoid 
evil.” The Pope said that our na-
ture pushes us to do good.

The fact that natural law is 
unwritten makes it a struggle to 
grasp, Morrissey said.

“No legal recipe captures what 
it is to be like Jesus,” he said, “He 
didn’t write anything down; He 
was too busy living it.”

Morrissey stressed that natural 
law is not impossible to discern.

“Anyone with an intellect has, 

in principle, access to the truth,” 
he said. “The natural moral law is 
simply the truth about human acts: 
that is, whether they are good or 
evil.”

He added that it’s sometimes 
hard to know that truth, but through 

-
tory, people can differentiate good 
from evil, and, therefore, under-

stand natural law.
“Pope Benedict says reality 

is your guide,” Morrissey said. 
“Some things are not indifferent 
morally; some things are absolute-
ly and always wrong.” Deliber-
ately taking innocent human life, 
for example, is something that is 
always wrong.
See DO GOOD – Page 13

Providence comes back to the park
Catholic health care workers give food and essentials to hundreds of Downtown Eastside residents
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By Laureen McMahon

Providence Health Care medical staff 
laid aside their “scrubs” and stetho-
scopes to join volunteers serving 

healthy lunches and distributing “gently-
used” clothing April 16.

Hundreds of Downtown Eastside resi-
dents gathered at Oppenheimer Park at 
the corner of Cordova Street and Dunlevy 
Avenue in Vancouver for the twice-a-year 
Providence in the Park event. PHC volun-
teers, employees, and physicians set up sev-
eral booths and food areas and handed out 
personal toiletry kits containing soap, tooth-
paste and toothbrush, shampoo, sunscreen, 
and razors, along with other items such as 
blankets and pillows.

This is the eighth year that PHC has come 
to Oppenheimer Park to follow the example 

West Coast and founded St. Paul’s and sev-
eral other hospitals and residences and al-
ways went out into the community to serve 
the needy. The idea for the park visit with 
the city’s poor and needy originated with 

Sister Margaret Vickers, SCIC, a member 
of the PHC Society.

Staff and volunteers unable to attend en-
tered into the spirit of the outreach by do-
nating clothing and other articles and giving 
money so they were able to be part of the 
action, said Sister Vickers.

“I was really impressed with the number 
of volunteers who came,” she added. “It 
was a wonderful experience to see how our 
staff mingled with the Eastside community. 
Everyone was having a great time.”

In a letter thanking everyone who par-
ticipated in Providence in the Park, PHC 
President and CEO Dianne Doyle noted, 
“PHC is blessed with people who live our 
mission and values every day, not just in our 
care settings but in their day-to-day activi-
ties out of the workplace.”

The event, she continued, “was extreme-
ly well organized. Your continued contribu-
tions deliver our mission and sustain the 
legacy of our founding congregations.”
lmcmahon@rcav.bc.ca.

Photo Courtesy of Providence Health Care / Special to The B.C. Catholic
(Left to right) Kim Steenson, Providence President and CEO Dianne Doyle and 
Melanie Walton brave cool April weather to help out at this year!s Providence in the 
Park outreach to Downtown Eastside residents.
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Catholic Crossword
ACROSS
  1 “____ Angelicus”
  6 “In the sweat of your ____ you shall 

eat bread” (Gn 3:19)
10 Sovereign
14 St. ____ Stein
15 Sacred image
16 Conceal
17 Place of reservation for the Blessed 

Sacrament
19 Samoan capital
20 South American Indian
21 Performed hip-hop
23 “____ us from evil”

28 Make up for sin
29 Morality
31 English royal house
32 Exuding moisture

36 First place
37 Arizona state home
39 Founder of Our Sunday Visitor 

newspaper, Fr. John ____
40 Daniel was in the lion’s ____
41 Leg or arm
42 Catholic artist Picasso
43 Vigorous
45 Willow
46 Get away
49 Word of praise
51 Youngster
52 Summer month in Paris
53 “And the secret of his heart will be 

laid ____” (1 Cor 14:25)
54 Approval word
60 Capital of Yemen
61 Gnostic being
62 Catholic United States Supreme 

Court justice
63 Mr. Mack, and others
64 Disrespectful back talk
65 Titled

DOWN
  1 Abbr. for two NT epistles
  2 Teeth org.
  3 Penpoint
  4 Israel ending
  5 Catholic news commentator Maria 

____
  6 Patron saint of cab drivers
  7 Bishop saint whose feast day is Oct. 

20
  8 NT epistle
  9 Invigorate
10 Forms
11 Augustine was bishop here
12 Farewell, from Jacques
13 Flip call
18 Wind dir.

23 Outmoded
24 Liszt work
25 Water-repellent cloth
26 A party to
27 “Breakfast Anytime” site
30 Jesus’s description of the Pharisees 

(Mt 23:27)
33 Redbreast
34 Catholic vaudevillian Gracie ____
35 Plants
37 AKA Galilee (Jn 6:1)

39 Launch grp.
41 Easy stride
42 Mail carrier
43 They fed Elijah (1 Kgs 17:2-4)
44 The Crown of ____
46 Convocation of witches
47 Window cover
48 Was concerned

52 Mil. mail centres
55 ____ culpa
56 ____ mode
57 Abbr. for two NT epistles
58 Native American
59 “Thy ____ and Thy staff, they comfort 

me” (Ps 23:4) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

7 81 1 91

02 12 22

32 42 52 62 72

82 92 03

13 23 33 43 53

63 73 83 93

04 14 24

3 44 4 54

64 74 84 94 05

15 25

35 45 5 65 5 75 85 95

06 16 26

36 46 56
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SUDOKU
Each row, column, and 3x3 box must include the numbers 1 through 9 
without repeating. Solution on Page 14.

Solution on Page 14

Media

Do good, avoid evil: unwritten law

Kings of Pastry
available at video stores
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Three chefs go to France

Karen Barefoot / stock.xchng
It!s only about desserts, but Kings of Pastry generates lots of 
angst and anguish, says Alan Charlton.

Perpetual Novena
&St. Francis of Assisi St. Anthony of Padua

TO

Come and share in all 

the spiritual benefits of 

Mass and the Novena 

prayers offered to 

these powerful saints.

For more information, call 604.255.8855.

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
St. Francis of Assisi Parish

2025 Napier St., Vancouver
(near Hastings & Victoria)

“Gospel must penetrate to 
the very depth of humans.

– Jacques Maritain
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